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“U.S. should insist others help before we give funds”  

Istook Says Others Should Help Rebuild Iraq   
  

Washington, DC --  Today, Congressman Ernest Istook (R-OK) spoke out to say Iraq and other 

countries should bear a major part of the costs of rebuilding Iraq.  During House Appropriations 

Committee action on the $86.7-billion emergency spending bill (which now includes about $20-billion for 

Iraqi reconstruction), Istook spoke in support of an amendment to require at least 50% of the cost to be 

covered by loans, not grants from American taxpayers. 

Istook said he wants President Bush to have leverage to persuade other nations to help, rather than 

volunteering to provide $20-billion in American money before other nations make any commitment.  

“France, Germany, Russia and others haven’t helped before; they just want their own loans repaid 

by Iraq.  Only if they will forgive much of that debt, and provide other help, should we consider 

using this much American money for grants rather than loans to Iraq.  The President needs 

leverage at the bargaining table, and I don’t want to give away that leverage by promising grants.  

Iraq will be better able to cover its own reconstruction costs if we get other nations to help with 

their debt, rather than doing it all ourselves.” 

           At today’s committee meeting, Istook spoke in favor of an amendment that would require at least 

50% of the Iraqi aid to be loans, not grants.  However, the author, Rep. Zach Wamp of Tennessee, 

withdrew the amendment during the meeting, saying he didn’t have enough votes to pass it. 

Earlier this week, Istook met with President Bush, Condelezza Rice, and other Administration 

officials at a White House meeting about the funds for Iraq.  President Bush had requested from Congress 

roughly $65-billion for military operations in Iraq and Afganistan and $20-billion for relief and 

reconstruction in Iraq.  

            “I admire the President’s boldness in trying to win over the hearts and minds of the MidEast 

with a new version of the post-World War II Marshall Plan,” Istook said, “But I think we need to 

help improve his proposal.” 

            The $86.7-billion Iraqi supplemental appropriations bill is expected to be debated in both the U.S. 

House and the U.S. Senate next week. 

  

SPECIAL MEDIA ADVISORY:  Because of the special Appropriations Committee action 
today on the Iraqi supplemental appropriation, Congressman Istook was required to be in 
Washington, and could not be in Oklahoma City for this evening’s visit by Vice-President 
Cheney.  
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